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Certified for Adoption: March 24, 1947
B. H. Roberts, Chairman Humboldt
Municipal Planning Commission.

Adopted: October 10, 1947.
H. J. FOLTZ, Mayor,
MAXWELL SENTER, Secretary.

NOTE FOLLOWING CHANGES IN MAP:
B-l District is extended east to 16th Avenue between Etheridge
and Brown Streets.
2. B-3 District is extended east to 16th Avenue and north to alley
between Main and Osborne Streets; and is extended east to 16th
Avenue and south from Main to Burrow Streets.
3. B-2 District east of 19th Avenue and south of Main Street is
changed to an R-l District.
4. B-2 District along 22nd Avenue from Mitchell Street to Ferrell
Street has been changed to a M-l District.
1.

even though such building or use does not
conform with the provisions of this ordi
nance, subject to the following conditions:
2.1

ZONING ORDINANCE
OF THE

Town of
Humboldt Tennessee
•

PREPARED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE

HUMBOLDT PLANNING COMMISSION

(Over For Zoning M a p )

AN ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE, IN PURSUANCE OF
THE AUTHORITY GRANTED BY CHAP
TER 44 OF THE 1935 PUBLIC ACTS OF
TENNESSEE, TO PROVIDE FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS WITH
IN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF HUM
BOLDT, TENNESSEE; TO REGULATE,
WITHIN SUCH DISTRICTS, THE LOCA
TION, HEIGHT, BULK, NUMBER OF
STORIES AND SIZE OF BUILDINGS AND
STRUCTURES, THE PERCENTAGE OF
LOT OCCUPANCY, THE REQUIRED
OPEN SPACES, THE DENSITY OF POP
ULATION AND THE USES OF LAND,
BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES; TO
PROVIDE METHODS OF ADMINISTRA
TION OF THIS ORDINANCE AND TO
PRESCRIBE PENALTIES FOR THE VIO
LATION THEREOF.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF
MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF HUM
BOLDT, TENNESSEE, AS FOLLOWS;
ARTICLE I. TITLE
This ordinance shall be known as the
"Zoning Ordinance of the City of Hum
boldt, Tennessee." The map herein re
ferred to, which is identified by the title
"Humboldt Tennessee Zoning Map," dated
March 24, 1947, and all explanatory mat
ter thereon are hereby adopted and made
a part of this ordinance.
ARTICLE II. PURPOSE
The zoning regulations and districts as
herein set forth have been made in accord
ance with a comprehensive plan for the
purpose of promoting the public health,
safety, morals, convenience, order, prosper
ity, and general welfare of the commun
ity. They have been designed to lessen
congestion in the streets, to secure safety
from fire, panic and other dangers, to pro
vide adequate light and air, to prevent the
overcrowding of land, to avoid undue con
centration of population, to facilitate the
adequate provision of transportation, wa
ter, sewerage, schools, parks and other pub
lic requirements. They have been made
with reasonable consideration, among other
things, as to the character of each dis
trict and its peculiar suitability for par
ticular uses, and with a view of conserv
ing the value of buildings and encouraging
the most appropriate use of land through
out the city.
ARTICLE III. DEFINITIONS
Section 1. Unless otherwise stated the
following words shall, for the purpose of
this ordinance, have the meaning herein
indicated. Words used in the present tense
include the future. The singular number in
cludes the plural and the plural the singular.
The word "shall" is mandatory, not direc
tory.
1.1 "ALLEY." Any public or private way
set aside for public travel, less than
thirty (30) feet in width.
1.2 "BUILDING."
Any structure con
structed or used for residence, busi
ness, industry, or other public or pri
vate purposes, or accessory thereto,
and including tents, lunch wagons,
dining cars, trailers, billboards, signs
and similar structures whether station
ary or movable.
1.21 "PRINPICAL BUILDING." A
building in which is conducted
the principal use of the lot on
which it is situated. In any res
idence district any dwelling shall
be deemed to be the principal
building on the lot on which the
same is situated.
1.22 "ACCESSORY BUILDING." A
subordinate building, the use of
which is incidental to that of a
principal building on the same
lot.
1.3 "DWELLING." A house, apartment
building, or other building designed or
used primarily for human habitation.

The word "dwelling" shall not in
clude boarding or rooming houses,
hotels, or other structures designed
for transient residence.
1.4 "FAMILY." One or more persons oc
cupying a premises and living as a
single, non-profit housekeeping unit.
1.5 "HEIGHT OF BUILDING." "The ver
tical distance from the established av
erage sidewalk grade or street grade,
or finished grade at the building line,
whichever is the highest, to the high
est point of the building."
1.6 "LOT." A piece, parcel or plot of
land in one ownership, which may in
clude one or more lots of record, oc
cupied or to be occupied by one prin
cipal building and its accessory build
ings and including the open spaces
required under this ordinance.
1.61 "LOT LINES." The boundary
dividing a given lot from the
street, an alley, or adjacent lots.
1.62

"LOT OF RECORD." A lot the
boundaries of which are filed as a
legal record.
1.7 "NON-CONFORMING USE." A use
of a building or of land lawful at the
time of the enactment of this ordinance
that does not conform with the pro
visions of this ordinance for the dis
trict in which it is located.
1.8 "STORY." That portion of a build
ing included between the upper sur
face of any floor and the upper sur
face of the floor next above; or any
portion of a building used for human
occupancy between the topmost floor
and the roof.
1.81 "HALF STORY." A story under
a sloping roof, the finished floor
area of which does not exceed
one-half the floor area of the
floor immediately below it.
1.9 "STREET." Any public or private
way set aside for public travel thirty
(30) feet or more in width. The word
"street" shall include the words,
"road," "highway," and "thorough
fare."
1.10 "TOTAL FLOOR AREA." The area
of all floors of a building including
finished attic, finished basements, and
covered porches.
1.11 "YARD." An open space on the same
lot with a principal building, unoccu
pied and unobstructed by buildings
from the ground to the sky except as
otherwise provided in this ordinance.
1.111 "FRONT YARD." The yard
extending across the entire
width of the lot between the
front lot line and the nearest
part of any building, includ
ing covered porches.
1.112 "REAR YARD." The yard ex
tending across the entire width
of the lot between the rear lot
line, and the nearest part of the
principal building, including
covered porches.
1.113 "SIDE YARD." A yard extend
ing along the side lot line from
the front yard to the rear yard,
and lying between the side lot
line and the nearest part of any
building,
including
covered
porches.
ARTICLE IV. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 1. Zoning Affects Every Build
ing and Use. No building or land shall
hereafter be used and no building or part
thereof shall be erected, moved or altered
unless for a use expressly permitted by
and in conformity with the regulations
herein specified for the district in which it
is located, except as hereinafter provided.
Section 2. Continuance of Non-conform
ing Uses. Any building or use existing at
the time of enactment of this ordinance,
or whenever a district is changed by
amendment thereafter, may be continued

which the proposed use is lo
cated.
Rose Hill Cemetery now located
in an R-l District may be ex
tended by the Board of Mayor
and Aldermen.
1.13 Customary general farming uses,
gardens and buildings, incidental
thereto; provided, however, that
no permit shall be issued for
commercial animal or poultry
farms and kennels except with
the written approval of the Board
of Zoning Appeals and subject to
such conditions as the Board of
Zoning Appeals may require in
order to preserve and protect the
character of the district in which
the proposed use is located.
1.14 Accessory buildings or uses cus
tomarily incidental to any afore
mentioned permitted uses, under
the following conditions;
1.141 The taking of boarders or
tourists or the leasing of
rooms by the family resi
dent on the premises. For
purposes of advertising
such use, one sign, not
over two (2) square feet
in area, may be used.
1.142 Professional offices, stu
dios or customary inciden
tal home occupations con
ducted within the princi
pal building but only by
a person resident in the
dwelling, provided not
more than one (1) per
son, not a resident of the
premises, is employed and
that not more than twen
ty-five (25) per cent of
the total floor area in any
dwelling unit is devoted to
such use. For the purpose
of advertising such use,
one sign not over two (2)
square feet in area may
be used.
1.143 Real estate signs adver
tising the sale, rental or
lease of only the premises
on which they are main
tained, and not over eight
(8) square feet in area
for each one-fourth (%)
acre in the lot or tract;
provided that such signs
shall not exceed thirty-two
(32) square feet in area,
and that they shall be at
least twelve (12) feet dis
tant from all street or lot
lines.

A non-conforming building may here- fter be enlarged or extended, except
that such extension must be on the
present lot where said building is lo
cated or a lot immediately adjacent
thereto which is owned at the time
of the adoption of this ordinance by
the owner of said buildings or busi
ness thereon operated.
2.11

Any non-conforming building,
which has been damaged by fire
or other causes, may be recon
structed and used as before, if it
be done within twelve (12)
months of such damage.
2.2 An existing non-conforming use of a
building or of land may be changed to
another non-conforming use of the
same or higher classification, but no
building or land in which a non-conforming use has been changed to a
more restricted use shall again be de
voted to a less restricted use.
2.3 When a non-conforming use of any
building or land shall have ceased for
a period of one (1) year, it shall not
be reestablished or changed to any use
not in conformity with the provisions
of this ordinance.
2.5 All non-conforming uses of land in
cluding billboards, shall be discon
tinued within three (3) years from
the date of adoption of this ordinance,
except the billboards now located on
the lot at the juncture of 12th Ave
nue and Mitchell Street.
Section 3. Only One Principal Building
On Any Lot.
3.2 No building shall be erected on a lot
which does not abut at least one street,
unless an easement at least twenty
(20) feet in width to a street is pro
vided. Such building shall conform
to the lot and yard requirements of
the district in which it is located.
Section 4. Reductions in Lot Area Pro
hibited. No lot, even though it may con
sist of one or more adjacent lots of record,
shall be reduced in area so that yards, lot
area per family, lot width, building area,
or other requirements of this ordinance
are not maintained. This section shall not
apply when a portion of a lot is acquired
for a public purpose.
ARTICLE V.

ESTABLISHMENT OF
DISTRICTS
Section 1. Classification of Districts.
1.1 For the purpose of this ordinance, the
City of Humboldt, Tennessee, is here
by divided into seven (7) classes of
districts, designated as follows:
Residence—R-l Districts (Low Dens
ity Residential)
Residence—R-2
Districts
(Medium
Density Residential)
Business—-B-l Districts (Neighborhood
Business)
Business—B-2 Districts (Retail Busi
ness)
Business—B-3 Districts (General Bus
iness)
Industrial—M-l Districts (Light In
dustrial)
Industrial—M-2 Districts (Heavy In
dustrial)
1.2 The boundaries of these districts are
hereby established, as shown on the
map entitled, "Humboldt, Tennessee
Zoning Map", dated March 24, 1947,
which is a part of this ordinance and
which is on file in the office of the
Mayor; except that the B-l District
is extended east to 16th Avenue be
tween Etheridge and Brown Streets;
and the B-3 District is extended east
to 16th Avenue and north to the alley
between Main and Osborne Streets,
and is extended east to 16th Avenue
and south between Main and Burrow
Streets; and the B-2 District east of
19th Avenue and south of Main Street
as shown on the map is changed to
and R-l District.
1.3 Unless otherwise indicated on the map
the boundaries are lot lines, the cen
ter lines of streets or alleys, railroad
rights of way, or the corporate limit
lines as they existed at the time of the
enactment of this ordinance. Ques
tions concerning the exact locations of
district boundary lines shall be de
termined by the Board of Zoning Ap
peals.
1.4 Where a district boundary divides a
lot, as existing at the time this ordi
nance takes effect, and the major por
tion of said lot is in the less restricted
district, the regulations relative to that
district may extend as well to such
portion of said lot as is not more than
twenty (20) feet within the more re
stricted district.
ARTICLE VI. PROVISIONS GOVERN
ING RESIDENCE DISTRICTS.
Section 1. General Provisions for Resi
dence Districts. Within all Residence Dis
tricts (R-l, R-2), as shown on the Hum
boldt, Tennessee Zoning Map, the follow
ing regulations shall apply:
1.1 Uses Permitted.
1.11 Single and multiple family
dwellings, apartments.
1.12 Churches and other places of
worship, parish houses, public
libraries, schools offering gen
eral educational courses, public
parks and public recreational fa
cilities, railroad rights of way,
municipal, county, state or fed
eral use, public utilities, hospi
tals for human care except pri
marily for mental cases, phil
anthropic institutions and clubs,
except a club the chief activity
of which is customarily carried
on as a business ; provided, how
ever, that no permit shall be is
sued except with the written ap
proval of the Board of Zoning
Appeals and subject to such con
ditions as the Board of Zoning
Appeals may require in order
to preserve and protect the
character of the district in

1.15

1.2

Flower shops, upon permission
having first been obtained from
the Board of Zoning Appeals
and subject to their regulations
as to structure and accessory
buildings or greenhouses.

Height. No building shall exceed two
and one-half (2^) stories or thirtyfive (35) feet in height, unless each
side yard is increased over the re
quired minimum by five (5) feet for
every five (5) feet, or fraction thereof,
of additional height over thirty-five
(35) feet. On a lot less than fifty
(50) feet in width at the building line
no building shall exceed one and onehalf (1%) stories or twenty-five (25)
feet in height.
L.3 Location of Accessory Buildings. Ac
cessory buildings may be erected on a
rear yard subject to the provisions of
subsections 1.31, 1.32 and 1.33 of this
section.
1.31 Accessory buildings shall be at
least five (5) feet from all lot
lines and from any other build
ing on the same lot, provided,
however, that a private garage
may be built on a side or rear
lot line, by mutual agreement
between adjoining property own
ers.
1.32 No accessory building, not an
integral part of the principal
building, shall be located within
sixty (60) feet of the front lot
line.
1.33 On corner lots, accessory build
ings shall be set back from the
side lot line of the intersecting
street a distance not less than the
width of the required side yard
applicable to the principal build
ing, provided further that on any
corner lot adjoining in the rear
another lot which is in a resi
dence district no part of any ac
cessory structure within twentyfive (25) feet of the common lot
line shall be nearer the side street
line than the depth of any re
quired front yard along such side
street for a dwelling on such ad
joining lot.
1.4 Obstructions to Vision at Street In
tersections Prohibited. No fence, wall,
shrubbery, sign, or other obstructions
to vision between the heights of three
and one-half (3%) feet and ten (10)
feet shall be permitted within twenty
(20) feet of the intersection of two
streets or railroad right-of-way lines
or of a street and a railroad right-ofway line.
1.5 Billboards. No advertising signs or
billboards, other than those specifically
permitted under sub-sections 1.141,
1.142 and 1.143 of this article shall be
allowed.
Section 2. R-l Districts. (Low Density
Residential). Within the R-l Districts, as
shown on the Humboldt, Tennessee Zoning
Map, the following regulations shall apply:
2.1 Uses Permitted. Any use permitted
under subsection 1.1 of this article,
provided that the floor area used for
the taking of boarders or tourists or
for the leasing of rooms by the family
resident on the premises may not ex
ceed twenty-five (25) per cent of the
total floor area in any dwelling unit.
2.2 Required Lot Area, Lot Width, and
Yards.
The principal building and
other structures shall be located so as

to comply with the following minimum
requirements:
Minimum required lot width at build
ing line 50 feet.
Minimum required front yard 30 ft.
Minimum required rear yard 30 ft.
Minimum required side yard on each
side of every lot:
One to one and a half story build
ing 5 feet.
Two to two and a half story build
ing 10 feet.
2.3 Height. No accessory dwelling shall
exceed two (2) stories in height.
Section 3. R-2 Districts (Medium Den
sity Residential). Within the R-2 Districts
as shown on the Humboldt, Tennessee Zon
ing Map, the following regulations shall
apply:
3.1

Uses Permitted. Any use permitted
under sub-section 1.1 of this article,
provided that the floor area used for
the taking of boarders or tourists or
the leasing of rooms by the family
resident on the premises may not ex
ceed fifty (50) per cent of the total
floor area in any dwelling unit.
3.2 Required Lot Area, Lot Width and
Yards. The principal building and
other structures shall be located so as
to comply with the following mini
mum requirements:
Minimum required lot width at build
ing line 50 ft.
Minimum required front yard 20 ft.
Minimum required rear yard 30 ft.
Minimum required side yard on each
side of every lot:
One to one and one-half story build
ing 5 feet.
Two two and one-half story build
ing 10 ft.
3.3 Height. No accessory building shall
exceed two (2) stories in height.
ARTICLE VII. PROVISIONS GOVERN
ING BUSINESS DISTRICTS.
Section 1. B-l Districts (Neighborhood
Business). Within the B-l Districts as
shown on the Humboldt, Tennessee Zoning
Map, the following regulations shall ap
ply:
1.1 Uses Permitted.
1.11 Any use permitted under sub
section 1.1 of Article VI, except
that written approval of the
Board of Zoning Appeals will
not be required for any use list
ed in subsection 1.12 of Article
VI.
1.12 Grocery, drug and hardware
stores; meat or fruit markets,
filling
stations,
restaurants,
theaters, barber or beauty shops,
shoe repair shops, branch laun
dry or dry cleaning establish
ments where no laundering or
cleaning is to be done on the
premises; offices, and other re
tail businesses or services which
are essential to the convenience
of the neighboring residents; and
in addition, any accessory use or
building customarily incidental to
the above permitted uses.
1.2 Required Lot Area, Lot Width, Yards,
and Building Area.
1.21 Dwelling shall comply with the
provisions of sub-paragraphs 3.2,
and 3.3 of Article VI.
1.23 Lots adjacent to a residential
zone shall have a side yard on
the side of the lot adjacent to
the residential zone. The side
yard requirements of the adja
cent residential zone shall be ap
plicable to such side yards.
Section 2. B-2 Districts (Retail Busi
ness). Within the B-2 Districts as shown
on the Humboldt, Tennessee Zoning Map,
the following regulations shall apply:
2.1

Uses Permitted.
2.11 Any uses permitted in the B-l
Districts.
2.12 Places of amusement and as
sembly, hotels, tourist courts,
public garages or other motor
vehicle service, tourist homes,
boarding and rooming houses.
2.13 Any retail business or service,
provided, however, that the fol
lowing uses shall not be permit
ted ; animal hospital, auto wreck
ing, bottling works, coal or lum
ber yards, dairy; dyeing and drycleaning works, electric welding,
gasoline, oil, or alcohol storage
above ground in excess of five
hundred (500) gallons; grist and
flour mill, ice plant; junk, scrap
paper or rag storage and baling;
laundry or bakery employing
more than five (5) persons; ma
chine stops; slaughter house or
stock yard; tinsmith shop; or
any other use which in the
opinion of the Board of Zoning
Appeals would be injurious be
cause of offensive fumes, odors,
dust or other objectionable fea
tures or hazardous to the com
munity on account of danger of
fire or explosion even when con
ducted under adequate safe
guards.
2.14 Any accessory use or building
customarily incidental to the
above permitted uses.
2.15 Outdoor advertising signs and
advertising structures.
2.2 Required Lot Area, Lot Width, Yards
and Building Area.
2.21 Dwellings shall comply with the
provisions of sub-paragraphs 3.2,
and 3.3 of Article VI.
2.22 Buildings, other than dwellings,
shall be so located as to comply
with the following minimum re
quirements :
Minimum required front yard
15 ft.
Section 3. B-3 (General Business). With
in the B-3 Districts, as shown on the Hum
boldt, Tennessee Zoning Map, the following
regulations shall apply:
3.1 Uses Permitted.
3.11 Any use permitted in the B-2
Districts, subject to the pro-

visions of sub-paragraph 2.13 of
this article.
Wholesale business or service,
except warehouses, including the
making of articles to be sold at
retail on the premises, provided,
however, that any manufacturing
shall be restricted to light manu
facturing incidental to a retail
business or service where the
products are sold principally on
the premises by the producer to
the consumer and where not more
than five operatives are employed
in such manufacture.
3.13 Any accessory use or building
customarily incidental to the
above permitted uses.
1.2 Required Lot Area, Lot Width, Yards
« '1 Bu'lding Area.
3.21 Dwellings shall comply with the
provisions of sub section 3.2 and
3.3 of Article VI.
ARTICLE VIII. PROVISIONS GOVERN
ING INDUSTRIAL DISTRCTS
Section 1. M-l Districts (Light Indus
trial). Within the M-l Districts, as shown
on the Humboldt, Tennessee Zoning Map,
the following regulations shall apply:
1.1 Uses Permitted.
1.1* Any use permitted in the B-3
Districts.
I.i2 Animal hospital, bakery, bot
tling works; cabinet making,
carpenter's shop; clothing and
shoe
manufacture,
creamery,
laundry, dyeing and dry-cleaning
works; milk distribution sta
tion, optical goods, paper boxes,
pencils, printing, publication or
engraving, trucking terminal,
warehouse, hosiery mill, and all
other uses which, in the opinion
of the Board of Zoning Appeals
are similar in character to those
enumerated in this subsection
and which will not be detri
mental to the district in which
located.
1.2 Required Lot Area, Lot Width, Yards
and Building Area.
1.21 Dwellings shall comply with the
provisions of sub-section 3.2,
and 3.3 of Article VI.
1.22 Buildings constructed for the
uses permitted in sub-paragraph
1.11 of this article shall be so
located as to comply wth the fol
lowing minimum requirements:
Minimum required front yard
15 ft.
1.23 Buildings constructed for the
uses permitted in sub-paragraph
1.12 of this article shall be so
located as to comply with the
following
minimum
require
ments :
Minimum required front yard
15 ft.
1.4 Off-Street Loading. On any lot on
which a use permitted in sub-paragraph
1.12 of this article is hereafter estab
lished, there shall be adequate space
provided on the lot for the loading
and unloading of vehicles.
Section 2. M-2 Districts (Heavy Indus
trial.) Within the M-2 Districts, as shown
on the Humboldt Tennessee Zoning Map,
the following regulations shall apply:
2.1 Uses Permitted.
2.11 Any use permitted in M-l Dis
tricts.
2.12 Any use not in conflict with any
other ordinance of the City of
Humboldt, Tennessee; provided,
however, that the following uses
shall be permitted only with the
written approval of the Board
of Zoning Appeals : bag cleaning ;
boiler and tank works; central
mixing plant for cement, mortar,
plaster or paving materials; coke
ovens; curing, tanning and stor
age of raw hides and skins; dis
tillation of bones, coal, wood or
tar ; fat rendering ; forge plant;
foundry or metal fabrication
plant; gasoline or oil storage
above ground to excess of five
hundred (500) gallons; slaughter
house or stockyards; smelting
plant; and the manufacture of
acetylene, acid, alcohol or alco
holic
beverages;
ammonia,
bleaching
powder,
chemicals,
brick, pottery; terra-cotta or
tile ; candles ; disinfectants ; dyestuffs ; fertilizers, illuminating or
heating gas (or storage of same)
linseed oil, paint, oil, turpentine,
varnish, soap and tar products,
or any other use which in the
opinion of the Board of Zoning
Appeals would cause injurious
or obnoxious noise, vibrations,
smoke, gas, fumes, odors, dust,
or other objectionable conditions.
2.2 Required Lot Area, Lot Width, Yards
and Building Area.
2.1 Dwellings shall comply with the
provisions of sub-section 3.2,
and 3.3 of Article VI.
2.4 Off-Street Loading. On any lot on
which an industrial structure or use
is hereafter established, there shall be
adequate space provided on the lot for
the loading and unloading of vehicles.
ARTICLE IX. EXCEPTIONS AND
MODIFICATIONS.
Section 1. Lot of Record. Where the
owner of a lot consisting of one or more
adjacent lots of official record at the time
of the adoption of this ordinance, does not
own sufficient land to enable him to con
form to the yard or other requirements of
this ordinance, an application may be sub
mitted to the Board of Zoning Appeals for
a variance from the terms of this ordi
nance, in accordance with sub-section 4.3
of Article XI. Such lot may be used as a
building site, provided, however, that the
yard and other requirements of the district
are complied with as closely as is possible
in the opinion of the Board of Zoning Ap
peals.
Section 2. Front Yards. The front yard
requirements of this ordinance for dwell
ings shall not apply to any lot where the
average depth of existing front yards on
developed lots, located within one hundred
(100) feet on each side of such lot and
3.12

within the same block and zoning district
and fronting on the same street as such
lot, is less than the minimum required front
yard depth. In such case, the depth of the
front yard on such lot may be less than
the required front yard, but not less thai)
the average of the existing front yard
depths on the developed lots. In residential
districts, however, the front yards shall in
no case be less than ten (10) feet in depth.
Section 3. Group Housing Project. In
the case of a group housing project of two
or more buildings to be constructed on a
plot of ground not subdivided or where the
existir g or contemplated street and lot lay
out make it impracticable to apply the re
quirements of this ordinance to the individ
ual building units in such housing projects,
the application of the terms of this ordi
nance may be varied by the Board of Zon
ing Appeals in a manner that will be in
harmony with the character of the neigh
borhood, will insure substantially the same
character of occupancy and intensity of land
use no higher and a standard of open space
no lower than that permitted in the district
in which the project is to be located, or a
smaller lot area per family than the mini
mum required in such district, or a greater
height, or a larger coverage than the re
quirements of this ordinance permit in such
a district.
Section 4. Exception on Height Limits.
The height limitations of this ordinance
shall not apply to church spires, belfries,
cupolas and domes not intended for human
occupancy; monuments, water towers, ob
servation towers, transmission towers, wind
mills, chimneys, smokestacks, derricks, con
veyors, flag poles, radio towers, masts and
aerials.
ARTICLE X. ENFORCEMENT.
Section 1. Enforcing Officer. The pro
visions of this ordinance shall be admin
istered and enforced by a Building Inspec
tor appointed by the chief legislative body,
who shall have the power to make inspec
tion of buildings or premises necessary to
carry out his duties in the enforcement of
this ordinance.
Section 2. Building Permits and Certifi
cates of Occupancy.
2.1 Building Permit Required. It shall be
unlawful to commence the excavation
for or the construction of any build
ing, including accessory buildings, or
to commence the moving or alteration
of any building, including accessory
buildings, until the Building Inspector
has issued a building permit for such
work.
2.2 Issuance of Building Permit. In ap
plying to the Building Inspector for a
building permit, the applicant shall
submit a dimensioned sketch or scale
plan indicating the shape, size, height
and location of all buildings to be
erected, altered or moved and of any
building already on the lot. He shall
also state the existing and intended
use of all such buildings and supply
such other information as may be re
quired by the Building Inspector for
determining whether the provisions of
this ordinance are being observed. If
the proposed excavation or construc
tion as set forth in the application are
in conformity with the provisions of
this ordinance and other ordinances
of the City of Humboldt, Tennes
see then in force, the Building In
spector shall issue a building permit
for such excavation or construction.
If a building permit is refused, the
Building Inspector shall state such re
fusal in writing, with the cause.
2.21 The issuance of a permit shall,
in no case, be construed as waiv
ing any provision of this ordi
nance.
2.22 A building permit shall become
void six (6) months from the
date of issuance unless substan
tial progress has been made by
that date on the project described
therein.
2.3 Certificate of Occupancy. No land or
building or part thereof hereafter
erected or altered in its use or struc
ture shall be used until the Building
Inspector shall have issued a certifi
cate of occupancy stating that such
land, building, or part thereof, and the
proposed use thereof are found to be
in conformity with the provisions of
this ordinance.
Within three (3) days after notifi
cation that a building or premises or
part thereof is ready for occupancy or
use, it shall be the duty of the Build
ing Inspector a make a final inspection
thereof and to issue a certificate of
occupancy if the land, building or
part thereof and the proposed use
thereof are found to conform with the
provisions of this ordinance; or, if
such certificate is refused, to state re
fusal in writing, with the cause.
2.4 Records. A complete record of such
applications, sketches, and plans shall
be maintained in the office of the
Building Official.
Section 3. Penalties. Any person vio
lating any provisions of this ordinance shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con
viction shall be fined not less than two dol
lars ($2.00) nor more than fifty dollars
($50) for each offense. Each day such
violation shall constitute a separate of
fense.
Section 4. Remedies. In case any build
ing or structure is erected, constructed, re
constructed, repaired, converted or main
tained, or any building, structure or land
is used in violation of this ordinance, the
Building Inspector or any other appropriate
authority, or any adjacent or neighboring
property owner who would be damaged by
such violation, in addition to other reme
dies may institute injunction, mandamus
or other appropriate action in proceeding to
prevent the occupancy of such building,
structure or land.
ARTICLE XI. BOARD OF ZONING
APPEALS
Section 1. Creation and Appointment. A
Board of Zoning Appeals is hereby estab
lished in accordance with Section 5 of Chap
ter 44 of the Public Acts of Tennessee of
1935. The Board of Zoning Appeals shall
consist of five (5) members, not more than
two of whom may be members of the

Humboldt Municipal Planning Commission.
They shall be appointed by the Chief Execu
tive Officer of the city, and confirmed by
a majority vote of the Board of Aldermen.
The term of membership shall be five (5)
years except that the initial individual ap
pointments to the Board shall be terms of
one (1), two (2), three (3), four (4) and
five (5) years, respectively.
Vacancies
shall be filled for any unexpired term by
appointment by the Chief Executive Officer
and confirmation by the Board of Alder
men.
Section 2. Procedure. Meetings of the
Board of Zoning Appeals shall be held at
the call of the Chairman, and at such other
times as the Board may determine. All
meetings of the Board shall be open to the
public. The Board shall adopt rules of
procedure and shall keep records of appli
cations and action thereon, which shall be
a public record.
Section 3. Appeals; How Taken. An ap
peal to the Board of Zoning Appeals may
be taken by any person, firm or corpora
tion aggrieved, or by any governmental
officer, department, board, or bureau af
fected by any decision of the Building In
spector based in whole or in part upon the
provisions of this ordinance. Such appeal
shall be taken by filing with the Board of
Zoning Appeals a notice of appeal, specify
ing the grounds thereof. The Building In
spector shall transmit to the Board all pa
pers constituting the record upon which
the action appealed was taken. The Board
shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing
of the appeal, give public notice thereof,
as well as due notice to the parties in inter
est, and decide the same within a reason
able time. At the hearing any person or
party may appear in person or by agent or
by attorney.
Section 4. Powers. The Board of Zon
ing Appeals shall have the following pow
ers :
4.1 Administrative Review. To hear and
decide appeals where it is alleged by
the appellant that there is error in any
order, requirement, permit, decision,
determination or refusal made by the
Building Inspector or other adminis
trative official in the carrying out or
enforcement of any provisions of this
ordinance; and for interpretation of
the Zoning Map as provided in sub
sections 1.3 and 1.4 of Article V.
4.2 Special Exceptions. To hear and de
cide applications for special exceptions
as specified in this ordinance under
subsection 5.2 of Article IV, and for
decisions on any special questions upon
which the Board of Zoning Appeals is
specifically authorized to pass under
sub-paragraphs 1.12 and 1.13 of Article
VI, 2.13 of Article VII, 1.12 and 2.12
of Article VIII. and Section 3 of Ar
ticle IX.
4.3 Variance. To hear and decide appli
cations for variance from the terms
of this ordinance, but only where, by
reason of exceptional narrowness, shal
lowness or shape of a specific piece of
property which at the time of the
adoption of this ordinance was a lot
of record; or where, by reason of ex
ceptional topographic conditions or
other extraordinary exceptional situa
tion or condition of a piece of prop
erty the strict application of the pro
visions of this ordinance would result
in exceptional practical difficulties to
or exceptional and undue hardship up
on the owner of such property, pro
vided that such relief may be granted
without substantial detriment to the
public good and without substantially
impairing the intent and purpose of
this ordinance.
4.31 In granting a variance the Board
may attach thereto such condi
tions regarding the location,
character and other features of
the proposed building, structure
or use as it may deem advisable
in furtherance of the purposes
of this ordinance.
4.32 Before any variance is granted
it shall be shown that special cir
cumstances attach to the property
which do not generally apply to
other property in the neighbor
hood.
ARTICLE XII. AMENDMENT.
Section 1. Procedure. Such regulations,
restrictions and boundaries as are provided
for in this ordinance may be amended, sup
plemented, changed, modified or repealed.
All changes and amendments shall be ef
fective only after official notice and pub
lic hearings. Notice of the public hearing
shall be published in a newspaper of gen
eral circulation in the municipality at least
fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the
hearing and written notice may be for
warded to all affected property owners.
Section 2. Approval of Planning Commis
sion. No amendment shall become effec
tive unless it is first submitted to and ap
proved by the Planning Commission, or, if
disapproved, shall receive a majority vote
of the entire membership of the Board of
Mayor and Aldermen.
ARTICLE XIII. LEGAL STATUS
PROVISIONS.
Section 1. Conflict with Other Ordi
nances. In case of conflict between this
ordinance or any part thereof, and the
whole or part of any existing or future
ordinance of the City of Humboldt, Ten
nessee the most restrictive shall in all
cases apply.
Section 2. Validity. If any section,
clause, provision, or portion of this ordi
nance shall be held to be invalid or uncon
stitutional by any court of competent juris
diction, such holding shall not affect any
other section, clause, provision, or portion
of this ordinance which is not of itself in
valid or unconstitutional.
Section 3.
Effective Date.
This ordi
nance shall take effect and be in force
from and after its passage, the public wel
fare requiring it.
PASSED ON SECOND AND FINAL
READING BY UNANIMOUS VOTE OF
THE FULL BOARD OF MAYOR AND
ALDERMEN ON THE 10th DAY OF
OCTOBER, 1947.
H. J. FOLTZ, Mayor,
MAXWELL SENTER, Secretary of the
Board of Mayor and Aldermen.
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